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typical conversation. The reader should remember that this is essentially a transcript of the
spoken, rather than the written, word. Stylistic matters, such as punctuation and
capitalization, follow the Chicago Manual of Style, 14" edition. The transcript includes
bracketed notices at the end of one tape and the beginning of the next so that, if desired, the
reader can find a section of tape more easily by using this transcript.

Dr. Henry Kissinger and Jim Williams reviewed the draft of his transcript. Jim
Williams reviewed the draft of Mrs. Kissinger’s transcript. Their corrections were
incorporated into this final transcript by Perky Beisel in summer 2001. A grant from Eastern
National Park and Monument Association funded the transcription and final editing of this
interview.

RESTRICTION

Researchers may read, quote from, cite, and photocopy this transcript without
permission for purposes of research only. Publication is prohibited, however, without
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ABSTRACTS

Dr. Henry Kissinger describes his only meeting with Harry S Truman at the Truman Library
in 1961, while Kissinger was a consultant to President John F. Kennedy. Subsequently as
secretary of state in 1975, Kissinger and his wife Nancy Kissinger visited Bess W. Truman
in her home in Independence. Kissinger recalls his visit with Bess Truman and ends the
interview with a favorable assessment of both Trumans.

Persons mentioned: Bess W. Truman, Harry S Truman, John F. Kennedy, Stuart
Symington, and Margaret Truman Daniel.

Nancy Kissinger joined her husband in 1975 on a trip to Independence, Missouri, that
included a visit to Bess W. Truman in the Truman home. Kissinger describes what she
recalls of the visit, including Mrs. Truman’s concerns about growing older and being able to
stay in her home. Kissinger contrasts Truman with other first ladies and mentions her respect
for Truman as a first lady. The interview concludes with a discussion of Margaret Truman
Daniel’s writing career and Kissinger’s sister-in-law’s relationship with the National Park
Service at Adams National Historic Site.

Persons mentioned: Bess W. Truman, Margaret Truman Daniel, Harry S Truman, Henry A.
Kissinger, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, John Tyler, Betty Ford, Gerald R. Ford,
Eleanor Roosevelt, Mildred Frances Bartlett Cosimini, Diana Cosimini Maginnes, and
Esther E. Bartlett.



ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW WITH

DR. HENRY KISSINGER

HSTR INTERVIEW #1992-3

[Recording of telephone call, Independence, Missouri, to New York, New York.]

DR. HENRY KISSINGER: Hello?

JIM WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

Dr. Kissinger?
Yes.
This is Jim Williams from the Truman home.
Yes.
Thank you for agreeing to talk to me today about your visit with Mrs.
Truman in 1975.
Right.
First of all, I need to get your permission to record the phone call.
Okay.
That’s fine? Okay. Before we talk about your visit with Mrs. Truman, I
was wondering if you had ever met President Truman?
Oh, yes.
When was that?
That was in the first few weeks of the Kennedy administration, when |
gave a speech in Kansas City that [Stuart] Symington had arranged, and
so | called on President Truman at the library.
| see, and did he show you around the library?

Yes.



WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

Is that the only time you met him?

Yes.

What is your opinion of him as a leader?

I think he’s a great president.

Do you remember anything in particular as you were going through the
library, anything, any stories?

Is this recorded, or for what . . . What are you going to do with this?

Well, it’s for our . . .

Oral history?

Right, of the Truman home, and we also share information with the
Truman Library.

So it’s not going to be broadcast?

No, no.

No, because then I can use his precise language.

Okay.

I was working for Kennedy in those days, and he said what | had learned
from Kennedy, and I said, “I’ve learned that the president can’t do
everything he wants because the bureaucracy is the fourth branch of
government.” And he said, “Bullshit.” [chuckling] I hadn’t heard a
president use that language. I hadn’t met many presidents, so . . .
[chuckling] But he was very impressive.

What were you doing for President Kennedy?

| was a consultant.

| see. Did Mr. Truman express any opinion about President Kennedy? |



KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

understand during the campaign he . . . it wasn’t his first choice.

No, he didn’t think much of him. He thought that he . . . He said, “The
trouble with Kennedy is he has too many opinions. A president has to
know what he wants to do.”

| see. Mr. Truman had pretty definite opinions about presidential
leadership and the separation—

Well, 1 was very moved. | asked Truman what he was most proud of as
president, or what he thought was his greatest accomplishment, and he
said that, “After totally defeating our enemies, we brought them back to
the community of nations.” He said, “Only Americans could have done
that.”

Had you ever met Mrs. Truman before your visit?

No.

And what was the reason for your visit to Independence in *75?

I think 1 was in Kansas City giving a speech, and so | called on Mrs.
Truman. | was a great admirer of . . . | was a great admirer of Truman, so
I called on Mrs. Truman.

You received the first Harry S. Truman Public Service Award, | believe,
in’74.

Yes, I think that’s right.

But that wasn’t the reason you were in town?

I don’t think so.

Visiting the library. Do you recall how you arranged the visit with Mrs.

Truman?



KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

I think I called her daughter.

Margaret?

Yes, but I’'m not sure about that. Or we might have called her directly.

| see. And Mrs. Kissinger was with you, is that right?

Yes.

What do you recall about your visit with Mrs. Truman?

Well, we were in her living room. She didn’t show us around the house.
As | remember, just as you came in it was over to the side or you went
right into it. And she told me how much it meant to her to live in
Independence and that she intended to live there the rest of her life, and it
was mostly chitchat.

Did you talk politics at all?

No.

Did she seem to be interested in the world situation, anything that you
were doing as secretary of state?

Yeah. | mean, she asked me questions about my travels and so forth. It
was a very warm and friendly meeting, and she was in very good
intellectual shape.

| see. Was there anyone else there besides you and Mrs. Kissinger and
Mrs. Truman?

Only my wife.

Did you notice the Secret Service being around at all protecting her?

I didn’t notice them. I’m sure they must have been, but . . .

And the visit was in the room, you said, to the right, the living room?



KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

KISSINGER:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

Well, yeah, it was downstairs in the living room.

Was that the room with President Truman’s portrait? Do you remember
that?

11 tell you the truth, I don’t remember it.

| see. Do you remember anything else about the conversation? Any
specific topics?

Well, only that she was a little worried that as she got older they might
want her to move into a home or something like that.

Oh, but she thought—

But she had no evidence of this whatsoever.

But she definitely wanted to stay in her home?

Absolutely.

Did she serve you refreshments?

Yes, but I don’t remember what they were.

Did she do that herself, or do you remember a servant?

I seem to remember she did it herself. I don’t remember that there was any
help there.

| see. Do you have any impressions of the house itself as being
presidential or not, or just your general impression of the home?

I thought it was just sort of a typical middle-class Midwestern home.

Did that surprise you at all?

Well, not if |1 had thought about it, but, you know, you read about
presidents and you think it’s a little more elaborate.

You’ve known several presidents, I guess.



KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

Yes.

And have probably been in other presidential homes. Are you able to
compare—

Well, this was simpler than anyone else’s. Well, Carter’s was pretty
simple.

About how long were you there visiting?

An hour, hour and a half. I’ll tell you, in those days I seem to remember
there was an article . . . was it in the New York magazine? Now I’ve
forgot who wrote it, but there was some article about my visit there which
showed . . . by a journalist who was tracking me at the time.

Oh, okay, I’ll have to look for that.

And he was using it just as an example of a Republican secretary of state,
you know, paying attention to the wife of a Democratic president, which
was not my . . . You know, I wasn’t getting anything spectacular out of it.
On my side, the motive was that | had not . . . that I really think President
Truman was one of our outstanding presidents, which I’'m also writing in
a book that I’'m doing now.

Okay. And you said earlier that she really didn’t show you around the
house, other than into the room where you visited. Is that right?

Yes. I’ll tell you, I must return another call in about two minutes.

Okay. Well, I think I’ve just about finished my questions.

Okay?

Do you just have any final comments about the Trumans and the home,

whether it should be protected?



KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

Well, certainly it should be protected. | think that President Truman and
Mrs. Truman, they were the best type of Americans, who usually come
from small towns and believe in their country.

That’s great. Thank you very much.

Right.

Goodbye.

END OF INTERVIEW



ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW WITH

NANCY KISSINGER

HSTR INTERVIEW #1992-4

[Recording of telephone call, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to the Connecticut home of the

Kissingers.]

MRS. NANCY KISSINGER: Hello?

JIM WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

May | speak to Mrs. Kissinger?
Speaking.
My name is Jim Williams. I’m from the National Park Service.
Hi, how are you? You wanted to know about Mrs. Truman.
Yes, that’s right.
And | can hardly remember anything she said, other than, you know, she was
a very impressive lady.
May | record this phone call, first of all?
Oh, sure.
Thank you. Did you have any contact with the Truman family before your
visit?
No, I never had. I had met Margaret Truman, you know, at a few social
occasions, but even that, not many.
| see. Did you have any impression of President Truman before you visited
Independence?
Well, favorable, of course. You know, he was a strong man.
And what about Mrs. Truman? Did you know anything about her?

I didn’t know anything about her personally, but I always admired her,



WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

because | think public life is very hard—it’s become even more difficult—but
she always handled it very well. With intelligence.

With intelligence?

With intelligence and class, both, you know.

Was there a particular reason for your visit in 1975?

No, really. Honestly, just to see . . . as far as | can remember, to see the
[Truman] Library and to kind of pay tribute to the man and the family and
Mrs. Truman. They certainly deserve it.

Yes. Do you recall who made the arrangements to visit?

Absolutely not.

Do you recall what sort of security there was, yours or Mrs. Truman’s?
Certainly. Was my husband still secretary of state then, in >75?

| believe so.

So there would be his security, and 1 know Mrs. Truman had security people
also.

Did you really notice them while you were visiting?

You mean, were they standing there with guns pointing on anyone? No. But,
you know, you become totally immune to security, I’ve decided, after six
months. For the first three months it drives you crazy, and then after all, you
know, they’re invisible in a way. Because in order to protect your own sense
of privacy, I guess your mind pretends they’re not there, so I’'m very bad at
noticing that type of thing. But we had it in our house and everything, you
know. It just becomes part of the landscape.

But you don’t recall them in particular being around at the Truman home?



KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

No, I don’t. My husband has a better memory than I do, and he might.
Do you recall entering the house?

Yes, up the front stairs, the porch, yeah.

Did Mrs. Truman greet you?

She came down. | know she was . . . because | looked at the staircase.
Because having an older mother that had broken her hip, | always look at
staircases. | saw the staircase. But she was there, as | believe, there is a room
on your left when you go in the front door. About ten or twelve feet on,
there’s a room on your left.

Yes?

And that is where we were. Now, whether she was . . . | think she was
probably there when we came in. She may have come to the door, I don’t
know.

Now, there are two rooms. There’s one on the right and there’s one on the left.
It was on the left.

Okay. The one on the left has a baby grand piano in it.

That I don’t remember.

Okay. Do you recall, first of all, did she show you around the house? Or did
you just sit in that one room?

I think we just sat and talked. But again, | would check. My husband really
has a much better memory.

Do you recall anything in particular about the furnishings?

No.

The portraits of the family?

10



KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

No.

Nothing like that?

No.

What was your general impression of the house? Did it seem fit for a
president to live in?

Well, our presidents on the whole, outside of Washington and Jefferson . . .
and even, you know, Mount Vernon isn’t grand, in the sense that it’s a grand
house. You know what | mean?

Yes.

Tyler had a bigger house. Actually, you know, in the twentieth century, |
guess Hyde Park is the only thing that’s kind of grand. But I don’t think
presidents need particularly, you know, grand houses. It was his house.

So it didn’t surprise you at all with its plainness or . . . ?

No. No, I didn’t think it was . . . As I remember, it’s a Victorian house.

Yes.

And it was a charming, American Victorian house, just exactly what . . . you
know, very, very lovely.

Did Mrs. Truman give you any refreshments, that you recall?

She must have. I think that’s just so normal.

[chuckling] Well, probably, but we’re always curious as to what she served.
If she served anything, I’'m sure it would be tea or something like that, you
know.

What did you talk about with her?

Well, I think, you know, we talked about the library and how attractive it

11



WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

was, and probably about her husband, and then she talked about the problems
of getting older—slightly, not much—but all older people do that. I don’t
know whether you have an older mother or an older father.

A grandmother now.

They get a little anxious as they get older. But I find in my fifties now that I
get more anxious. It’s part of the aging process, no matter what anyone says.
What in particular was she worried about?

Oh, I think she was just worried, you know, that she was going to remain
healthy and be able to stay in her home, which is what every older person
worries about.

Of course, she was ninety years old at the time, so .. . .

Yeah. Well, listen, my mother-in-law is ninety-two, and my mother was
ninety-four, and they all run around and they’re healthy as they can be.

Did you talk politics?

I don’t remember. I can’t imagine that we would particularly, other than
maybe in historical terms, but not in modern terms. And again, ask my
husband, because his memory on that is much better.

And you did say that you mentioned President Truman?

I’'m sure, yes. | mean, because we’d just been to the library. It would have
almost been impossible to go to his library, enter his house, and talk to his
widow without saying how much we admired him.

But she didn’t really talk too much about him?

That I remember. You know, I really . . . you could get me on perjury. I don’t

know.

12



WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

[chuckling] Well . ..

That’s what I said to Jody. I’'m useless. I took no notes.

Well, I wouldn’t expect you to take notes.

[unintelligible—Henry’s something] always takes notes. He should have been
with us.

Did you mention the Fords at all? | think that the Trumans and the Fords
were fairly good friends.

I don’t know. You’ll really have to ask my husband. I don’t remember.

Okay. How did Mrs. Truman appear that day, her health and her general
appearance?

Just fine. You know, she wasn’t fifty, but I thought she was fine.

And did she seem up on what was going on?

Oh, yeah. No, she was mentally fine.

And with the world situation, the national . . .

Yes. No, | mean, there was nothing wrong with her brain at all. | think she
had a cane, but I think nothing wrong with her brain.

Do you recall how long you stayed?

Not too long. At most, | would say half an hour, and probably less, a little less
than that. It was definitely, you know, a courtesy call, and she, you know, was
probably doing her own thing. |1 would say half an hour. Did you talk to my
husband, because he really is—

Yes, | talked to him about a month ago.

Yes, he’s much better at remembering things.

He remembered a few other things, but . . .

13



KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

I’m sure.

But not a whole lot. And I don’t really expect people to remember a great
deal, you know, seventeen years later. Is there anything, a really vivid
memory, or when you heard that | was interested in talking to you . . .?

No, | really racked my brain, and I just thought, no, it was a visit to pay
tribute to her, to her husband, to see the library, and, you know, it was just
very nice and warm, with a certain formality.

Are you able to compare Mrs. Truman to other first ladies that you’ve
known?

Well, you know, I think she’s in that same genre of . . . in terms not of
political activity but in terms of sort of intelligence and common sense and all
of this, as someone like Mrs. Roosevelt. | mean, Mrs. Roosevelt did her
column and all of this and was much more active politically, but in a way
they were the same type, you know. | would think they would have been very
comfortable with each other. Now it’ll probably turn out they weren’t, but I
would have thought they would have at least understood each other very well.
But they are often contrasted, though . . .

Yes, in the outward extension of themselves certainly, but I think internally
there is a good deal in common.

Was that, do you think, part of them being the same generation?

It’s partly being the same generation, partly having been in politics literally
all their married lives, | think, having made a decision on what role they
wanted to play—Mrs. Roosevelt more active, Mrs. Truman perhaps less

active. You see what | mean?

14



WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

Yes.

But they had decided all this and were very much, both of them 1 think, at
peace with themselves.

Well, did you have any contact with Mrs. Truman after your visit?

No, we did not, unfortunately.

So this was the one and only experience.

The only occasion.

And do you still see Margaret Truman at all?

No, she’s in Washington and I’'m up here in Connecticut. [chuckling] But I
buy her books.

Well, I’m sure she’s happy about that. I saw the new mystery in the bookstore
the other day.

I think every author . . . I don’t know, I think every author likes to have his
books noticed.

| forget which . . . where the murder is this time, but . . . [chuckling]

That I don’t know, but I’ll let you know in a month or so. [chuckling]

Well, thank you very much for talking to me.

Okay. Well, I enjoyed it. This is an oral history project, huh?

Yes, for the Truman home.

I think it’s really fantastic. I hope they do a lot of them on other figures.

Well, we’re trying to get as many as we can. And unfortunately, many of the
people have died already, but we’re trying, and | appreciate your cooperation.
You aren’t connected to the Columbia one, the university?

No, this is the federal government, the National Park Service.

15



KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

WILLIAMS:

KISSINGER:

You have my sister-in-law’s house now. I think it’s you. It’s the Department
of the Interior, | guess, that has it.

Yes, that’s the National Park Service. Who is your sister-in-law?

The Bartletts, but her married name was [Mildred Frances Bartlett] Cosimini,
and it’s right next to the Adams house in Quincy.

Oh, so it would be part of Adams National Historic Site?

It’s divine. I don’t know what they’re going to do with it. They’re redoing it.
They’re redoing it and they’re going to open it next year, I guess, and put it
on a tour.

So is it an old colonial house?

Oh, yeah, it’s an eighteenth-century house. | guess it was built in the early . . .
with the widow’s walk, you know, and all that. It’s a divine house. I loved it.
I always wish she’d kept it.

Well, I’m going to be in Boston next month. Maybe I'll . . .

Go take a look. It’s right next to the Adams house.

And it’s the Divine house?

No, Cosimini was on the . . . It was probably in the name of Esther Bartlett,
who was the aunt, and Diana’s mother, who was Mrs. Cosimini.

Okay.

And it has a lovely carriage house, which they really should rent out to
somebody, or if they have a caretaker there . . . Anyway, it’s a pretty place but
needs a lot of work.

Well, I'll look for it.

Okay.

16



WILLIAMS: Well, thank you very much.
KISSINGER: All right.
WILLIAMS: Goodbye.

END OF INTERVIEW

17



=

APPENDIX
Photograph of Bess W. Truman with Nancy and Henry Kissinger at the front door of the
Truman home, with unidentified security agent (courtesy the Harry S. Truman Library,

photo 86-28)
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Library vertical file

Visit Paid to Bess Truman

By Thomas A Foaarty
L thempar gt e g

Henry Kissinger, secrslarv
of state, and his wife, Mrs,
Nam'_v Kissinger. visiled Mrs.
Bess Truman and the Truman
Library in Independence dur-
ing their stopover yesterday in
the area.

“On thewr arrival at thé Tru-
man home about.3:30 p.m. the
Kissingers were greeted by the __nat
gn-vear-old Mrs. Truman at the
front door. About 30 to 100 per:
sons stood on the sidewalk out. |1
side the home during’ the 30
mnute visil. Among Lhe on
lookers was ‘Mrs. Mary Wal
lace. Mrs. Truman.\ .\lb‘lEl‘ -in-
law.

Atler making !h@ 13- mrmno
trip from the Hotel Muehiehac h
to the Truman hime, the |
singers were grected with ap
plause from spectaturs ause
the hume, While waiking toibe
dunr Mrs. Kissinger stoopedo

.pik up the evening paper and,
Rave 1 10 Mrs. Truman whén
they were greeted at the doaFSS

* Mrs. Truman said good 5485
the Kissingers at the door and.
waited there while Kissinger].
shook hands with about 13 SpEtt,
tators untii the B-car motorcadel
departed. Mrs. Trumani
watched and waved to “thef.
¢rowd from behind-the serean
door of her home,

“She's a good ladv.," Kissin.
cer told spectalors before his

deparlure
*- Asked about his mnversauon
with Mrs, Truman, Kissinger

srd:- ~We just talked about
Washington and gossiped a fit-
tle mt. That's all.” The Kis-
singer entourage was led along
the route tu the Traman home
by seven Kansas City motorey-

cle patrolmen. A Kansas City
‘pohce helicopler flew ahoveths
aren while the couple met with
Mrs Truman.

Abter visiiing with Mres. Tru-
man the KISSXHQGTS were lhen‘
1aken tothe Truman Library in |
Inde-pendence where they were
escorted ot 3 15 minwe pri-
vate. afler-hour tour by Dr. Ba-
nedict K. Zohrist: library diree-
tar. and Artiur W. Lamb, Inds-
pendence eity councilman. and
Mavar Richard King of Inde.
pendence,

While a1 the library Kissm-
ger vistted the former Presy
dent’s grave in the céurtyard
ard sow momentos of Tru
man's presideney.

v e e,

This was not Kissinger's first
visit the the library, however:
He visited there with former
President Truman in Novem-
her 106} while Kissinger was
here lecturing at Rockhurst
College as a visiting lecturer
from Harvard.

He was tast in Kansas Cuy in
June 1968 while still assceiated

‘with Harvard, to.discuss inter-

national political problems
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2. Newspaper article about the Kissingers’ visit to the Truman home (Harry S. Truman

|
|
|
|
with investinent manapers oi
Waddell & Reed. Inc. ‘

In 1974 - independence se:
lected Kissinger as the first re-
cipiest of the Harry S, Truman
Public Service Award.

From the library the Kissin-
aers were taken 1o the old Mu-.
nicipal Airport where they de-
parted at 7p.m. for Washington:
in a government-owned 4-en-

_gine Jetstar airplane. ;

———— — 4



3.

KISSINGER 1S GRVEN
NIDWEST SUPPORT

He Makes Good Impressior
on Speaking Tour Through
American Heartland

By JOHN T. McQUISTON

Secretary of State Kissinger,
who has been under fire in
Washington, was received with
a mixture of enthusiasm. re-
spect and curiosity last week
during a four-stop visit to the
Middle West.

His two speeches during the
trip, which included stops ir
St. Louis, Jefferson City, Kan
sas City, and Independence
Mo., were warmly received.

Only once during the trip
which the Secretary reportedly
made to shore up his politica

. position 1n Washington and tc

demonstrate  his  popularity,
was he met with hostility
when a group of demonstrators
espousing a variety of causes
paraded outside his hotel in
St. Louis.

“The reason I'm doing this.”
said Mr. Kissinger at the outset,
“is to give the people a sense
that the government has a
foreign policy and that they
should have confidence in it.”

He also told newsmen pri-
vately that his target was a
“cult of withdrawal” that has
been springing up among isola-
tionists since setbacks in In-
dochina.

Dinner Drew 1,400

In St. Louis, interest was
apparent at 2 dinner sponsored
by the St. Louis Council on
World Affairs. The council, a
group of local citizens, is a
member of the National Council
of Community World Affairs
Organization, which works with
the State Department.

The group learned May 1
that Mr. Kissinger would be
coming to town on May 12.
It printed 7,000 invitations for
the dinner. At $20 a person,
the affair drew 1,400 persons,
the counci] said.

Guests appeared to be im-
pressed by Mr. Kissinger, who
indicated “in his speech that.
he was taking a tougher line
on détente to re-establish closer,

.ties with allles. His remarks

ywere often interrupted by ap-,
plause. |

Before the dinner, at the
Chase-Park Plaza Hotel, Mr.|
Kissinger also appeared to im-
press a private, informal gath-
wring of 45 business and com-'
nunity leaders. A labor leader, !
who asked not to be identified,
-emarked: {

“To tell the truth, he hasn't;
een one of my favorite people.|
3ut I walked out of there with'
A different opinion of him.”,

Chancellor William H. Dan-!
forth of Washington University,
said of Mr. Kissinger: !

“He was a tour de force:
he just sat down and said he'd
be willing 1o answer questions.
And then he proceded to do
s0, telling us about relations.
with Russia and the chances
of détente, what's gomg on
in Israel, the Middle East, Thai.!
‘land and the Far East.” I
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Diversity of Issues

The diversity of the problems
faced by the Secretary of State
were also represented by about
200 demonstrators outside the
hotel. There were Greek-Ameri-
cans protesting resumption of
military aid to Turkey; Cubans
ijectmg to a thaw in Cuban-
'American relations: blacks cri-
ticizing alleged United States
imperial control over southermn
Africa, and others critical of
détente with the Soviet Union.
Mr. Kissinger, who was ac-
companied hy his wife, Nancy,
left Tuesday morning for Jef-
ferson City, where they had
breakfast with Gov. Christo-
pher S. Bond of Missouri and
s wife at the Executive Man-
sion. After a meeting with
ynewsmen on the porch of the
mansion overlooking the Mis-
souri River, Mr. Kissinger
strolled across the front lawn,
picked up one of the Governor's
bassett hound puppies, Ozark,
and greeted some neighbors.
The Kissinger entourage then
shuttled by plane 1o Kansas
City for a luncheon address
to another International Rela-
tions Council at the Hotel
Muehlebach. I
Again, the response was fa-
vorable, Mr, Kissinger held out
an olive branch to the develop-
.ing third-world countries in a
speech no doubt pleasing to
iliberal Democrats in the au-
dience. There were no pickets
~outside and small crowds that
‘gathered as the Kissingers
came and went were friendly.

Visit to Bess Truman

Before returning to Washing-
ton to help deal with the Cam-
bodian seizure of the American
merchznt ship Mayvagiez, the
Kissingers stopped off in Inde-
pendence to call an President
«Harry S. Truman's widow, Bess.
As Mrs. Kissinger paused be-
fore entering 1o pick up the
local newspaper from the porch
and carry it inside, some Mis-
sourians shouted. '‘Give ‘em
hell, Henry!"”

The two-day visit to what
Mr  Kissinger described as
“onge the hotbed of isolation
for Americans,” drew favorable
front-page newspaper and tele-
vision news coverage.

Mr. Kissinger decided to
schedule the trip only a few
weeks ago after a speech to
newspaper editors in which he
remarked: "In the heartland
of America, one does not find
the cynicism and petulance that
marks so much of the dcbate
in Washington.”

After the snpeech, a friend
asked lum, "When were you
last in the heartlands?”

“So, 1 decided to do some-
thing about that,” said Mr. Kis.
singgr.




